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7, 2016 
                                      August 7, 2019 

 
 

Calling All Students and Teachers:  
Blessing of the Backpacks  

Sunday, August 25 At All Three Worship Services 
 

 

 
It’s that time again . . . when a new school year begins! We are sending our 
students and teachers back to school with our prayers and blessings at ALL 
THREE SERVICES on Sunday, August 25. Students and teachers, please 
bring your bookbag, backpack or work bag to be blessed. During the 
Children’s Moment, come join Pastor Sara on the steps for a meaningful 
sendoff to your new school year. You will receive a blessing tag for your 
backpack to remind you that God is with you everywhere you go. 
 

This will be a Family Worship Sunday for CUMC Kids.  
There will be no Sunday School for elementary children.  
Childcare will be provided for infants and preschoolers. 
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We extend our Christian sympathy to: 
 

Dave McConnell and family upon the death of his father, Joel McConnell, on June 27.  
Sandra Woodard and family upon the death of her husband, the Rev. Dr. Louis Woodard, on July 1. 

Kathy Jarvis and family upon the death of her husband, Dick Jarvis, on July 6.  
Joan Sebastian upon the death of her mother, Margaret Jean Maher, on July 9. 

Dawn Wooten and family upon the death of her husband, Donald Wooten, on July 27.  
The family of LaDotta Vlastakis upon her death on July 27. 

 
 
Dear Clemmons UMC Family, 
 

Thank you for the many ways you have brought comfort to our family following  
the deaths of Greg’s mother and aunt in June. We appreciate all your kind words, 
hugs, prayers, cards, and meals. Greg’s sister Joyce cherishes the prayer blanket 
given to her, and is especially grateful for your love thoughts and prayers. 
 

    Sincerely, 
    Greg and Beth Keoleian 
 

 
Hannah Meadows and John Collins were united in holy matrimony on Saturday, 
July 20, 2019. Hannah is the daughter of Jeff and Leigh Meadows. 
 

A Year with the Apostle Paul:  The Prison Letters 
 

August 11 “Warning: Don’t Trust in the Flesh” Dr. J. Matthew Burton, Jr. 
Philippians 3:1-6 

August 18 “Gaining the Messiah” Dr. J. Matthew Burton, Jr. 
Philippians 3:7-11 

August 25 “Chasing on to the Finish” Dr. J. Matthew Burton, Jr. 
Philippians 3:12-16 

September 1 “Citizens of Heaven” Rev. Paula Northrup 
Philippians 3:17-4:1 

September 8 “Celebrate in the Lord!” Dr. J. Matthew Burton, Jr. 
Philippians 4:2-9 
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Welcome Our New Youth Director Amanda Batten 
 

Amanda will join the CUMC family on August 12 as the Minister of Youth and their 
Families. She earned her Bachelor of Arts in Religion from Campbell University in 
2008 and a Master of Theological Studies from Candler School of Theology at 
Emory University in 2010.  Amanda is joining us after serving as Youth Director at 
Mt. Olivet United Methodist Church in Lexington.  She is also an Adjunct Christian 
Studies Instructor at Campbell University.  Amanda has lived in Clemmons with  
her husband, Mark, for eight years and has two daughters, Claire who is 7, and 
Emerlyn who is 2.  When not working or spending time with her family, you can  
find Amanda at the barn with their horse Luna or kayaking. 

 
 

 

Sisters In Christ — The Sisters in Christ are a group of women who meet for 
Bible study, fellowship, and community service projects. During the summer the SIC 
meets monthly to work on pillowcase and T-shirt dresses that will be sent with our 
CUMC foreign mission teams. While assembling these dresses, the group watches 
inspirational movies. The last summer meeting will be Wednesday, August 21 at 
9:30 a.m. in the Ministry Center Fellowship Hall, and the movie will be "God's Not 
Dead – 2," the story of a teacher's response to a question about Jesus in the 
classroom and the ensuing court case and call to action.  Regular weekly sessions 

will resume on Wednesday, September 4.  After sharing fun summer experiences and refreshments, we 
will assemble backpack snack bags for the children of Easton Elementary School. On September 11 the 
group will begin a four-week study, Me and My Big Mouth. Have you ever said something you wish you 
could take back?  Of course you have!  Conversations don't come with backspace buttons, so how do we 
prevent our big mouths from getting us in big trouble?  Using Biblical references, Andy Stanley teaches us 
how to do this. If you would like to join this group, or especially if you would like   a study guide, please 
contact Linda Morgan at 336-416-6814 or lmorgancrna@gmail.com. 

 
 
 
YOUNG AT HEART will next meet Monday, September 23 for a “Meet the 
Candidates" session. There will be a question-and-answer session for those  
people who are running for office for the Village of Clemmons. Each candidate  
will be allowed five minutes to present their platform and after all have finished 
speaking, there will be an opportunity to personally speak to each candidate and 
ask questions one-on-one.  

 
There will be no Young at Heart meeting in October. In November, the group will meet on Monday, 
November 18 to hear Ginny Chase from Right at Home talk about “Aging in Place—Staying in Your Home 
Later in Life”. Many of us are approaching that stage in life when we have to make decisions about staying 
in our homes or moving to an independent/assisted living home, and Ginny will provide lots of information 
and answer all of our questions. This is a meeting that is needed and has been often asked for, so I hope 
to see you there.  

 
Both the September and November meetings will be held at 11:30 a.m. in the Ministry Center Fellowship 
Hall and lunch will be catered for $8. Sign-up sheets are on the table in the Commons Area near the water 
fountains. 
 

       — Barbara Turner 

mailto:lmorgancrna@gmail.com
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From the Center of Discipleship and Equipping for Lay Ministry and Outreach 
 
Food for Thought Bookstore 
We have added some new books for the summer. Head to the Commons Area following the service, grab 
a cup of coffee and have fun browsing through our new selections!   
   
● Hidden Inheritance: Family Secrets, Memory, and Faith: Part detective story, part memoir, but 

most of all a grace-filled meditation on discovering a Christian family’s connection to the Holocaust.  
● Within These Lines: A teen historical novel set during the time of the Japanese Relocation camps. 

Talks of the injustice and hatred that two young people face in their interracial relationship. 
● Growing Up Social: Raising Relational Kids in a Screen-driven World: Equip yourselves as 

parents as you learn ways to teach your children how to have healthy relationships in a world full of 
screens. 

● How to Really Love Your Adult Child: Building a Healthy Relationship in a Changing World: 
Teaches us how to build mutual love, trust, and respect between generations as adult children find the 
economic need to return to the nest.    

● Before We Were Yours: Based on one of America’s most notorious real-life scandals—in which 
Georgia Tann, director of a Memphis-based adoption organization, kidnapped and sold poor children 
to wealthy families all over the country. Lisa Wingate’s riveting, wrenching, and ultimately uplifting tale 
reminds us how, even though the paths we take can lead to many places, the heart never forgets 
where we belong. 

● The Memory House: A story of two women separated by fifty years that intertwine and come 
full circle at the end. Rachel Hauck is a master at writing dual timeline stories! 

● Trauma Stewardship: An Everyday Guide to Caring for Self While Caring for Others:  A 
wonderful guide for those who undertake the difficult work of caring for those with trauma. 

● Sharing Love Abundantly in Special Needs Families: The 5 Love Languages for Parents 
Raising Children with Disabilities:  Authors Gary Chapman and Jolene Philo beautifully share 
stories from parents of children with special needs, and offer supportive and practical ideas on how to 
equip families to live out their faith as they interact within this often stressful and lonely family dynamic.  

 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR BIBLE STUDY AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

  
DISCIPLE FAST TRACK ONE: Becoming Disciples through Bible Study  Facilitators Robert Brandt 
and Carol Samuelson will lead this group on Sunday evenings from 6-7:30 pm.  

 

Old Testament: September 8–November 24, 2019 /  New Testament: January 12–March 29, 2020 
 
DISCIPLE FAST TRACK ONE: Becoming Disciples through Bible Study   Facilitator Patricia Dance 
will lead this group on Thursday afternoons from 4-5:30 pm.  

 

Old Testament: September 5–November 21, 2019  /  New Testament: January 9–February 26, 2020                                    
 

DISCIPLE BIBLE STUDY: Becoming Disciples through Bible Study   Facilitator Patricia Dance will 
lead this group as an early morning Sunday school class from 8:15-9:30. Perfect option for early risers 
who worship at the Praise service! This study will move through the biblical story from Creation to the  
New Jerusalem over 34 weeks.  

 

Sign-up sheets and sample books are located in the Commons Area across from the bookstore. You will 
also find a suggestion sheet for ideas for future studies. If you have any questions, contact Kathy Giff at 
giffk@clemmonsumc.org. 
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(Continued) 

From the Center of Discipleship and Equipping for Lay Ministry and Outreach 
 

 
 

Mission Outreach Support Team: The next MOSTeam meeting will be Tuesday, August 27 at 7 p.m. 
in Ministry Center Room A-210. If your ministry, mission team or agency has any fundraiser or grant 
requests for review, please email all necessary forms to giffk@clemmonsumc.org or return them to Room 
A-206 no later than August 15. All forms are available on www.clemmonsumc.org under Get Involved/
Mission & Outreach Ministries. 
 

The Mission Outreach Support Team oversees and supports CUMC missions and outreach through 
promotion of effective ministry strategies, supporting new and existing ministry initiatives by providing tools, 
support, counsel and connections to further and enhance the potential viability and success of CUMC 
missions.  In addition, the MOSTeam: 
 

● Oversees the CUMC Fundraising Calendar to ensure fundraising events are closely coordinated to 
maximize fundraising efforts for each approved event. Prior approval of all CUMC fundraising will be 
authorized by the MOSTeam based on the CUMC Fundraising Policy. 

● Oversees fundraising for and use of the Mission and Outreach Special Fund, including serving as the 
approval mechanism for grant funding review, approval, and accountability including Leadership Team 
and congregational reporting, and 

● Ensures effective communications Fundraising Calendar and Policy requirements as well as Mission & 
Outreach Special Fund accountings and requirements. 

 

 
 

Guatemala Mission Team 
 

Opportunity to Serve: Clemmons UMC’s Guatemala Building Team will leave October 18 for 
Chichicastenango and will return October 28. The Team will serve by providing Bible lessons and activities 
with children in three local churches. They will also do work in two of the churches and help build a small 
home for a deserving family. For more information or to join the team, please reach out to Team Leaders 
Cheryl (Lornik@aol.com /336-403-6966) or Bart Shaw (BartKShaw@earthlink.net  336-817-7325).  
 

Fundraising Events:  The Guatemala Mission team is sponsoring a shredding event on Saturday, 
September 28 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the church parking lot. Boxes or bags will be $5 each. The following 
day, September 29, there will be a Hot Dog & Guatemalan Goods Sale from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

 

Seeking Donations of Shoes and Glasses: Donations of new and GENTLY used 
shoes and glasses are being accepted until October 1 for the Guatemala Mission Team. 
Shoes in very good condition, up to size 8, are needed for women, men and children. 
Glasses, both prescription and over the counter, are welcome as well. We love seeing 
the faces of the people when they find a “new to them” pair of shoes sent by a member 
of CUMC. Help us be the hands and feet of Jesus to the Guatemalan people we seek to 
serve. There is a labeled bin in the Ministry Center Fellowship Hall for your donations. 

C:3 (Christ. Conversation. Community.) Where we explore Christ within us; Christ among  
Us; Christ beyond us. Come join our weekly young adult fellowship where you are able to commune  
with emerging professionals and create lasting bonds in a period of self-discovery. Quarterly, we will 
complete service projects together to benefit the community.  Join us Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. in the  
Ministry Center Fellowship Hall for discussions with elements from the Bible as well as recent 
events to keep the word of the Lord alive.  No matter where you are in your Christian journey, you are 
welcome at our table. Please contact Emily Demarest with any questions at emdemarest@gmail.com. 
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CUMC Children’s Ministry Updates 
 

Promotion Sunday is August 25! 
 

With great blessings we send forth our rising 6th graders to the Middle School Sunday School on  
Sunday, August 25, and with great excitement we welcome our rising Kindergarteners to Children’s  

Sunday School in the Old Fellowship Hall beginning September 1st! 
 

 
 
 

Second Grade Bible Presentation  
Sunday, September 22 at the 11 o’clock Worship Service 

 
One of the faith traditions at Clemmons United Methodist Church is the presentation  
of Bibles to all second graders. These Bibles will serve them well through their 
elementary years. As they come forward to receive their Bibles during service, the 
second graders will receive a special blessing. If you have an older child that has not 
yet received a Bible from CUMC, please let Pastor Sara Smith know by September 1 
so we can have a Bible ready for them.  
 

We Need Your Help Please 
 

Did you know that each Sunday morning our children rely on 15 adult and youth volunteers to help them 
grow in their faith? We need your help as we transition into a new school year in all of our age groups: 
nursery, preschool, and elementary. If you are interested in learning more about being a part of our Sunday 
mornings or have questions, contact Pastor Sara at smiths@clemmonsumc.org or 336-766-6375 x. 141.  

 

 
Leave Money Stress Behind 

 

You shouldn’t have to live paycheck to paycheck. If your bills are suffocating you, the Financial Peace 
University has a plan to help. Dave Ramsey and his team of financial experts will show participants how to 
beat debt and never worry about money again. This nine-week video class begins Tuesday, September 3 
from 7–8:30 in Ministry Center Room A-204. For more information, contact CUMC coordinator Sylvia 
Benisek at 630-569-5314 or sylvie821@gmail.com. You may also learn more and sign up online at 
www.fpu.com/1094786. 

 
K-5th grades meet in the Old Fellowship Hall @ 9:45. Large group time with announcements and 

music followed by small group time with your teachers. 
  

K-5th extended time @ 11:00 with Godly Play and Missions Activities  
 

Preschoolers will meet in C-105 with Mrs. Ana @ 9:45 and 11:00 
 

Infants and Toddlers will meet in C-101 with Mrs. Kellie for all three sessions 
 

The 8:30 One Room Group meets in C-101 @ 8:30 

6 
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Calendar of Events 

Sun, Aug 11      8:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 
   8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
   9:45 a.m. Praise Worship Service 
   9:45 & 11:00 a.m. Sunday School 
Mon., Aug 12  7:00 p.m. Leadership Board Meeting 
Tues, Aug 13  9:00 a.m. Quilting Group 
   6:30 p.m. Bazaar Planning Board Meeting 
Wed, Aug 14     5:15 p.m. Praise Band Rehearsal 
   7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
   7:00 p.m. PAL Meeting 
Thurs, Aug 15     10:00 a.m. Prayer Group 
Sun, Aug 18      8:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 
   8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
   9:45 a.m. Praise Worship Service 
   9:45 & 11:00 a.m. Sunday School 
Mon, Aug 19  7:00 p.m. GriefShare 
Tues, Aug 20     9:00 a.m. Quilting Group 
   3:00 p.m. Stephen Ministries 
   6:30 p.m. Stephen Ministries 
Wed, Aug 21   9:30 a.m. Sisters in Christ Movie Morning 
   1:00 p.m. Prayer Blanket Workshop 
   4:30 p.m. PAL Meeting 
   5:15 p.m. Praise Band Rehearsal  
   7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
Thur, Aug 22  6:00 p.m. Journey of Transition Meeting 
Sun, Aug 25  8:00 a.m. Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
   8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
   9:45 a.m. Praise Worship Service 
   9:45 & 11:00 a.m. Sunday School 

Mon, Aug 26  2:00 p.m. Alzheimer Support Group Meeting 
   7:00 p.m. GriefShare 
Tues, Aug 27     9:00 a.m. Quilting Group 
   7:00 p.m. MOST Team Meeting  
Wed, Aug 28  1:00 p.m. Prayer Blanket Workshop 
   5:15 p.m. Praise Band Rehearsal 
   7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
   7:00 p.m. PAL Meeting 
Sun, Sept 1  7:15 a.m. Methodist Men Breakfast Program 
   8:00 a.m. Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
   8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
   9:45 a.m. Praise Worship Service 
   9:45 & 11:00 a.m. Sunday School 
Mon, Sept 2     Holiday – Office Closed 
Tues, Sept 3   9:00 a.m. Quilting Group 
   7:00 p.m. Financial Peace Workshop 
Wed, Sept 4   9:30 a.m. Sisters in Christ Bible Study 
   1:00 p.m. Prayer Blanket Workshop 
   5:15 p.m. Praise Band Rehearsal  
   7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
   7:00 p.m. PAL Meeting 
   7:00 p.m. DivorceCare Meeting 
Sun, Sept 8  8:00 a.m. Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
   8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
   9:45 a.m. Praise Worship Service  
   9:45 & 11:00 a.m. Sunday School 
 

The  Church Office will be closed Monday, September 2  
in observance of Labor Day! 

 

 

                     Women, Sing!     
 

Calling all singing women from Clemmons United Methodist Church: 
Invite your friends to join us for a joyous time of singing and preparing  
music for worship.  Beverly Burton will be our choral director. 

  
                         Saturday, September 14 
                           9:30–11:30  Rehearsal 

11:30–12:15 Lunch on site - $10 
12:15–1:00 Rehearsal  

 

The Women’s Choir will provide worship music at the 11 o’clock service on Sunday, September 15.  
 

Please register with Carol Covington (covingtonc@clemmonsumc.org) by September 8. 
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Prayer Blanket Ministry  
 

THANK YOU to all who support the Prayer Blanket Ministry with prayers, “hands-on” creation of the 
blanket foundation at workshops or in your own homes, completion and delivery of the blanket to others, or 
with financial support. Your loving prayers while completing a Prayer Blanket for the recipient (while you are 
with your Sunday School Group, Circle Group, family unit and/or coming to the altar) provides a tangible gift 
showing God’s Love and Outreach to others through our church .   
 

Prayer blankets on the altar since our last newsletter were given to Deidre Davis, Demetria Morgan, Tim 
McGown, Sandra Woodard, Doug Sidney, Walter Lashley, Alvis and Sandy Null, Dawn Wooten and Wendy 
Sidney. Other prayer blankets that have been given: eight prayer blankets (created by the Busic family, 
Debe Simmers and Patricia Dance) were completed by the Carolina Cross Connection (CCC) team working 
with the homeless in Asheville last month and delivered to The Respite (one was given to Angel whom God 
laid on their hearts). The prayer blanket workshop group created one for Amanda Cochrane that was 
completed by the Seekers Sunday School class; two were completed by Nancy and George for Mr. and 
Mrs. Starrette; two were made for the Jarvis family by the Sisters in Christ and those attending Dick’s 
funeral; 14 pet prayer blankets were completed by the children’s Sunday School classes for the Humane 
Society and two were completed and delivered by the CCC team doing home repairs in Ceasar, NC. 
 

For more information on how you can be involved with the Prayer Blanket Ministry, see contact information 
in the Narthex and Commons areas or email pbm.cumc@gmail.com. 
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Support Groups 
 

Clemmons UMC offers several support groups for our church family as well as those in the community. 
Please join us or let others know about these groups if you think they could benefit. The groups include:  
 

Alzheimer’s-Dementia Caregivers Support Group: If you are the caregiver for a loved one living with 
Alzheimer’s-Dementia, please consider joining a support group that meets the fourth Monday of each 
month. The next meeting is August 26 at 2 p.m. in Ministry Center Room A-213/Parlor. Meetings will last 90 
minutes with time allocated for professional information regarding care and services. There will also be an 
opportunity to share concerns with other caregivers on this journey. For more information, please contact 
Dawn Wooten at 336-414-0579.  
  
DivorceCare is a friendly, caring group of people who will walk alongside you through one of life’s 
most difficult experiences. This 15-week Christian support group begins Wednesday, September 4 from  
7 to 8:30 p.m. in Ministry Center Room A-210. Please contact Carol London at carollndn@gmail.com or  
336-978-9247 with any questions. You may also register at http://www.clemmonsumc.org/divorcecare  
 

GriefShare is a 13-week Christian support group that is open to anyone who has lost a loved one, whether 
it be a parent, spouse, sibling, child or friend. The next GriefShare session will begin Monday, August 19 
from 7–9 p.m. in Ministry Center Room A-205. For more information, including registration and childcare 
details, please visit www.clemmonsumc.org/griefshare. 
 

Journey of Transition (JOT):  This support group/Women ’s Ministry for widows gives a connection when 
there is only you. We are meeting the 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month at 6 p.m. in the Ministry Center 
Room A-213/Parlor.  Come be with a group supporting each other through times of transition along life’s 
ever-changing journey. For more information, email jot.cumc@gmail.com. 
 

PAL Program: Parents with a child addicted to drugs and/or alcohol can find hope in a support program 
called Parents of Addicted Loved-ones (PAL). The PAL at Clemmons UMC is open to the community and 
meets Wednesdays at 7 p.m. in Ministry Center Room A-203. If you have any questions, please contact 
Kathy Giff at giffk@clemmonsumc.org or 336-766-6375, x145. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

The General Budget is our first funding priority and represents our base of ministry.  
Thank you for making it the first priority in your giving. 
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CLEMMONS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Post Office Box 829, Clemmons, NC  27012 

 

Church Office      336  766-6375 
Preschool      336  766-9593 
After School     336  766-0289 
Fax      336  766-0652 
Website                   www.clemmonsumc.org 

 
Church Staff 

 

Pastoral Leadership Matthew Burton Ext 123 
Pastoral Care Paula Northrup Ext 124 
Discipleship, Equipping, Missions Kathy Giff Ext 145 
Preschool & Afterschool Ministries Tammy Clapp Ext 135 
Children & Family Minister Sara Smith Ext 141 
Youth Ministries  Amanda Batten Ext 126 
Older Adult Ministries Barbara Turner            336-766-5972 
Music Ministries Carol Covington Ext 129 
Organist Lee Covington 
Church Administration                Waynette Adamczak Ext 122 
Office Assistance Amy Griffin Ext 121 
Communications  Linda Shawcross 
Campus Care David Mooneyham 

Return Service  
Requested 

The next newsletter will be sent out September 4, and the deadline for articles to be submitted is August 27. Please bring your articles by the Hunter 
House or email them to office@clemmonsumc.org. If you would like to begin receiving the newsletter, please send an email to office@clemmonsumc.org 
with “ACTS” in the subject line. In the body of the email indicate how you would like to receive “ACTS” by  writing “email only,” “postal mail only” or  “both 
email and postal mail.” Remember that receiving email copies saves the church postage and helps us all be better stewards of the resources that God 

NONPROFIT 
ORG. 

US Postage Paid 
Clemmons, NC 

Permit #6 

 

 

Contribution Statements 
 

Our new church software system (Realm) sends quarterly and year-end contribution statements via  
email by default. This is a great feature which saves CUMC hundreds of dollars each quarter in postage 
and supplies. Earlier this week, statements were sent to everyone who made contributions during the  
second quarter (April–June). 
  
If you received your statement via the postal service this week, it means we don't have an email  
address on file for you. Please send your email address to office@clemmonsumc.org to start receiving 
statements via email. If you received your statement by email and need that email address changed  
to a different one, please let us know that too. Thank you for your patience as we learn to use our  
new system to communicate more effectively and cut costs. 
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