
FROM THE WELL 

Musings and weekly update from the Senior Pastor of Clemmons UMC 

April 9, 2014 

OUR STEWARDSHIP - Budget Update through April 5, 2014 

Budget (3 months or 13 Sundays through April 5)    $261,406 

Operating Fund Contributions through April 5    $223,703 

                     ($37,703) 

 

Budget spent through April 5       $260,471 

Cash Flow deficit                   $ 36,768 

 

PLEASE HELP US MAINTAIN A HEALTHY BUDGET! 

FOLLOW THIS LINK FOR ONLINE GIVING INSTRUCTIONS 

 

http://www.clemmonsumc.org/Giving/OnlineGiving/tabid/124/Default.aspx 

 

OUR  WORSHIP AND DISCIPLESHIP ATTENDANCE 

(Discipleship = Sunday school, Disciple groups, Covenant groups, and Bible Studies) 

 March      April 

  Worship  Discipleship   Worship  Discipleship 

 2 485  537   6 432  491 

 9 451  445   13 

 16 455  513   20 

 23 437  488   27 

 30 339  491 

 
 

 

WEEKLY DEVOTION 

ISRAEL-Day 8, January 28, 2014 

 

The Upper Room and the Tomb of King David 

Our last day in Israel started in the Upper Room, the 

place where Jesus ate His last meal with the disciples 

(Matthew 26:17-29, Mark 14:12-16, Luke 22:7-13). The 

building is not the original place of the Last Supper but 

remains a site of remembrance and pilgrimage for 

Christians. It is possible that the present day building, 

http://www.clemmonsumc.org/Giving/OnlineGiving/tabid/124/Default.aspx


built sometime in the 12th century, stands close to or over the site of the original location of Jesus' last 

meal with His disciples. 

 

After seeing the Upper Room, we made our way 

downstairs to the Tomb of David. Unfortunately, like 

the Upper Room, the site cannot be authenticated as the 

original Tomb of David. The Bible indicates that David 

was buried in the City of David (2 Kings 2:10). The 

Crusaders incorrectly identified the current site 

thinking they were within the walls of the ancient City 

of David. During the time when Jews were not allowed 

access to the Western Wall, the Tomb of David became 

the place for pilgrimage and prayer. It remains a Holy shrine to this day. 

 

St. Peter in Gallicantu 

After viewing the Upper Room and Tomb of David, we 

made our way to St. Peter's Church or St. Peter in 

Gallicantu, which means "St. Peter at the crowing of the 

cock." Tradition stated that the church was built over 

the house of Caiaphas, the High Priest during the time 

of Jesus. Jesus was brought before the Sanhedrin and 

possibly held in this location the night before his 

crucifixion (Matthew 26:57-75). 

A dungeon or prison was 

discovered below the house 

supporting the possibility of this being the location of Jesus' appearance before 

the Sanhedrin and imprisonment before being sent to Pilate.  

 

Many believe that this is the place where Peter denied knowing Jesus as he stood 

in the courtyard just outside Caiaphas' house (Luke 22:54-62, Mark 14:69-70, 

Matthew 26:73-75, John 18:13-27). There is a Golden Rooster on the Dome of 

the Roman Catholic Church built in 1931. There is also beautiful sculpture in the 

courtyard commemorating Peter's denial of Jesus. 

 

The Shrine of the Book and Model of Ancient Jerusalem 

Our next stop was the Israel Museum (also known as the 

Shrine of the Book) which houses the Dead Sea Scrolls 

discovered in the caves at Qumran in 1947-56. After an 

elaborate planning process of almost six years, the 

museum was constructed. The white dome of the main 

building represents the lids of the clay jars that held the 

ancient manuscripts. Just across from the white dome/lid 

was a black basalt wall. The white dome and black wall 

represent the imagery found in the scroll of war where 



the story was told of a battle between the Sons of Light and the Sons of Darkness (The battle between 

good and evil). The white dome represents the Sons of Light while the black wall represents the Sons 

of Darkness. 

 

Contained within the museum compound is a model of Jerusalem during the time 

of the second temple. The model represents Jerusalem, as Jesus would have 

known it. The model enables visitors to study the city, its topography, and 

architecture. The model is based on the writing of the 2
nd

 century Jewish 

historian Josephus Flavius, Old and New Testament sources, the Jewish Mishna, 

and the Talmud. Standing before the model after touring Jerusalem gives the 

visitor a wonderful perspective on ancient sites and their location in relation to 

one another. 

 

The Holocaust Museum (Yad Vashem) 

The Yad Vashem is Israel's official memorial to the 

Jewish victims of the Holocaust. The Yad Vashem is 

located on the Western slope of Mount Herzi. The 

complex contains the Holocaust Museum, The 

Children's Memorial dedicated to the children who lost 

their lives during the Nazi extermination effort, The 

Museum of Holocaust Art, the Garden of the Righteous 

Among the Nations dedicated to Gentiles who helped 

save their Jewish brethren from genocide, a library, and 

The International School for Holocaust Studies. The 

Yad Vashem is the second most visited site in Israel after the Western Wall. There is no fee for 

admission. Over one million individuals tour the site yearly. 

Touring the museum was a powerful and moving experience. 

 

The Garden Tomb 

Our final destination was the Garden Tomb discovered 

in 1883 by British General Charles Gordon. The stone 

outcropping reminded him of what Calvary might have 

looked like. If you look closely at the face of the hill, 

you can see the outline of a skull just above the bus 

station. There was also a Garden and tomb nearby. 

While a beautiful and peaceful site, it is understood that 

this is probably not the site of Jesus crucifixion and 

burial. I had the privilege of leading our final 

communion service at the Garden tomb before we 

returned to our hotel for our final night of rest before departure the next morning. 

 

I hope you enjoyed the narrative tour of Israel. I have made a presentation to the Young at Heart and 

would be happy to share my pictures and information about the trip to any group in the church. Please 

feel free to give me a call or send an email if you are interested.               Matthew 


