
FROM THE WELL 

Musings and weekly update from the Senior Pastor of Clemmons UMC 

April 1, 2014 

OUR STEWARDSHIP - Budget Update through March 29, 2014 

Budget (2 months or 12 Sundays through March 29)    $241,297 

Operating Fund Contributions through March 29    $211,155 

                     ($30,142) 

 

Budget spent through March 29      $251,788 

Cash Flow deficit                   $ 40,633 

 

PLEASE HELP US MAINTAIN A HEALTHY BUDGET! 

FOLLOW THIS LINK FOR ONLINE GIVING INSTRUCTIONS 

 

http://www.clemmonsumc.org/Giving/OnlineGiving/tabid/124/Default.aspx 

 

OUR  WORSHIP AND DISCIPLESHIP ATTENDANCE 

(Discipleship = Sunday school, Disciple groups, Covenant groups, and Bible Studies) 

 February     March     

  Worship  Discipleship   Worship  Discipleship 

 2 482  510   2 485  537 

 9 471  490   9 451  445 

 16 293 (Inclement Weather)486   16 455  513 

 23 457  499   23 437  488 

       30 339  491 

 
 

 

WEEKLY DEVOTION 

ISRAEL-Day 7, January 27, 2014 

 

THE TEMPLE MOUNT 

Day 7 started early so we could be first in line for access to the Temple Mount (Mount Moriah). In 

Arabic, the mountain is called Haram esh-Sharif (Noble Sanctuary). It is located across the Kidron 

Valley from the Mount of Olives. It is the most viewed majestic site in all of Jerusalem and sacred to 

the world's three great monotheistic faiths--Christianity, Judaism, and Islam. It is the traditional site 

where Abraham prepared Isaac for sacrifice (Genesis 22:1-19). David built an altar on the mountain 

and Solomon built the first temple in the same location (I Chronicles 21:24-25). It is site of the second 

http://www.clemmonsumc.org/Giving/OnlineGiving/tabid/124/Default.aspx


temple built by Herod, the temple of Jesus' day. Jesus 

spoke of the Temple and is notably remembered for his 

angry outburst at the money changers known as the 

"Cleansing of the Temple" (Matthew 21:12-17) The 

Temple and all of Jerusalem were destroyed by Titus and 

the Roman army in 70 A.D. (The destruction of the 

Temple was foretold by Jesus in Matthew 24:1-3, Mark 

13:1-2, and Luke 21:5-7) 

 

The Islamic faith considers the Temple Mount its third holiest site after Mecca and Medina. The site is 

important to the Muslims. Tradition says that the prophet Muhammad was brought by the angel 

Gabriel upon a winged horse to the Dome of the Rock (Same rock where Abraham prepared to 

sacrifice Isaac). From the rock, he ascended into heaven on a ladder of light. In heaven, he spoke with 

the great prophets and received instructions from Allah. 

 

When Omar took Jerusalem in 638, he discovered, 

unfortunately, that the Christians were using the 

Temple Mount area as a garbage dump. This so angered 

him that he took over the area, cleaned it up and built 

the Dome of the Rock Mosque that exists to this day. 

The beautiful blue tiled and gold domed Mosque 

contains mosaics that date from the 7th century. The Al 

Aksa Mosque, built between the years 705 and 715, is 

also located within the Temple Mount complex. We 

were fortunate to gain access to the Temple Mount area 

since tours groups are limited and sometimes turned away. 

 

VIA DOLOROSA (The Way of Sorrow) AND OLD CITY OF JERUSALEM 

The Via Dolorosa is the traditional route that Jesus made from Pilate's 

headquarters at the Antonia Fortress to Calvary (Matthew 27:27-31, Mark 

15:16-20). Interestingly, the original route is located eight to nine feet under 

the modern day streets and walks of Old Jerusalem. To see the original 

pavement where Jesus was held prisoner at the Antonia Fortress, requires a 

walk below the streets. Today the former courtyard area of the fortress 

belongs to the Sisters of 

Zion Convent. Once below 

street level we saw the 

game board carved by 

Roman Soldiers on the 

surface of the stones that 

were inside the fortress. This possibly was the game 

played as they gambled for Jesus' clothes. We then 

made our way through the old city where we saw the 

different Stations of the Cross. We also took in the 

colorful offerings from street vendors along the way. 



 

 
 

THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY SEPULCHER 

The Church of the Holy Sepulcher along with the Church of the Nativity is 

one of the holiest sites in all of Christendom. The church is built over the 

traditional crucifixion and burial sight of Jesus (Matthew 27:32f, Mark 15:21f, 

Luke 23:26f, John 19:17f). The sight was identified by Queen Helena (Mother 

of the Roman Emperor Constantine) during her visit in the 4th century. Work 

on the original church was started in 326 and dedicated in 335. The church 

was destroyed in the 11th century but was later rebuilt by the crusaders. The 

Holy site is currently the home to several different faith traditions: Roman 

Catholicism, Eastern Orthodox, Armenian Apostolic, Ethiopian Orthodox, 

Coptic Orthodox, and Syriac Orthodox. 

 

THE WESTERN WALL (Wailing Wall) 

When Jerusalem and the Second Temple were 

destroyed by Titus in 70 A.D., all that remained was 

the Western Wall of the Temple. Today, the wall is the 

holiest of all sites to the Jewish faithful. One of the 

first things you notice when you approach the wall is 

the thousands of pieces of paper lodged between the 

rocks of the original wall. Legend says that an angel 

comes each night, collects the prayers and delivers 

them to God. The Western Wall is a popular sight for 

prayer and Bar Mitzvahs (The Jewish coming of age ritual). 

 

THE TEACHING STEPS AND SOUTHERN WALL 

The southern wall of the Temple Mount and what is 

popularly referred to as the teaching steps (the southern 

entrance to the temple) were not uncovered by archeologist 

until the late 1990's. Pilgrims to the Temple Mount would 

have sung Psalms of Ascent (120-134) as they entered the 

Temple complex by the southern flight of stairs. It has been 

suggested by some scholars that Jesus was standing upon 

these steps when he said "Woe to you, scribes and 

Pharisees, hypocrites!" (Matthew 23:13). The current 

excavations give the modern day tourist insight into how the temple would have looked before its 

destruction in 70 A.D. and during the time of Jesus. 

 

 



 

THE CITY OF DAVID AND HEZEKIAH'S TUNNEL 

After viewing the excavations at the 

Southern wall, we made our way 

through the City of David (The oldest 

part of Jerusalem). This ancient part of 

Jerusalem was originally built by David 

and chosen as a building site because of 

the fresh water Gihon Spring. It was a 

neutral site making it possible for him 

to unite the tribes of Israel and also one of the highest points between the 

Tyropean and Kidron valleys making it easy to defend during times of war 

or possible invasion. To provide access to the Gihon Spring, underground 

shafts were built. During a siege, inhabitants of the city could safely make their way to the water 

source. During the reign of King Hezekiah, a new tunnel was hewn to bring water into the city during 

the siege of the Assyrians (II Chronicles 32:4f). Today, the tunnel is known as Hezekiah's tunnel. The 

tunnel snakes its way through the rock and eventually empties into the pool of Siloam. 

  

 

          Matthew 


