
FROM THE WELL 

Musings and weekly update from the Senior Pastor of Clemmons UMC 

March 5, 2014 

OUR STEWARDSHIP - Budget Update through March 1, 2014 

Budget (2 month or 8 Sundays through March 1)    $160,865 

Operating Fund Contributions through March 1    $133,067 

                     ($27,798) 

 

Budget spent through March 1      $174,243 

Cash Flow deficit                   $ 41,176 

 

PLEASE HELP US MAINTAIN A HEALTHY BUDGET! 

FOLLOW THIS LINK FOR ONLINE GIVING INSTRUCTIONS 

 

http://www.clemmonsumc.org/Giving/OnlineGiving/tabid/124/Default.aspx 

 

OUR  WORSHIP AND DISCIPLESHIP ATTENDANCE 

(Discipleship = Sunday school, Disciple groups, Covenant groups, and Bible Studies) 

 February     March     

  Worship  Discipleship   Worship  Discipleship 

 2 482  510   2 485  537 

 9 471  490   9 

 16 293 (Inclement Weather)486   16 

 23 457  499   23 

       30 

 
 

 

WEEKLY DEVOTION 

ISRAEL-Day 4, January 24, 2014 

 

Mount Arbel 

Day four started with a vigorous and 

challenging hike from the top of Mount Arbel. 

Mount Arbel is 1,247 feet tall and gives a 

stunning view of lower Galilee. We could see 

the city of Tiberias, the Golan Heights, and a 

good part of the Sea of Galilee. There is no 

http://www.clemmonsumc.org/Giving/OnlineGiving/tabid/124/Default.aspx


better way to get a "big picture view" of Jesus' Galilean 

ministry than from the cliffs of Mount Arbel.  

 

The Jewish historian, Josephus, writes that the Romans 

flushed out the last remaining Hasmonean rebels (37 B.C.) 

from caves in the cliffs by lowering wooden crates over the 

side of the mountain and picking off the rebels with their 

fiery brands and arrows. It is said that the Zealots fought to the death. Josephus wrote that one 

old man "closed his ears to the screams of his wife and seven sons, killed them and threw them 

into the gorge, jumping after them to his death." 

 

The Mountain and much of the surrounding land was declared a nature preserve in 1967. From 

the peak there was a 1,200 foot vertical drop to 

the switchback trail that wound into the Valley of 

the Doves. Fortunately there were metal 

handholds and other aids so we could safely 

climb from the peak. 

As we walked into 

the valley, we 

realized we were 

walking where Jesus 

would have traveled 

as He made his way from Nazareth to Capernaum and other Galilean towns (Matthew 4:13-14). 

It was an awesome morning! 

 

Korazim 

    After lunch, we made our way to the 

Roman/Byzantine town of Korazim located 

above the North side of the Sea of Galilee. 

Korazim was one of the towns Jesus 

condemned for their lack of faith and 

repentance (Matthew 11:21-24). It was a 

Jewish town known for the wheat cultivated 

and harvested by its inhabitants.  

 

The ruins are an excellent example of a typical 

thriving town in the time of Jesus.  

 



There are examples of a ritual bath and the ruins of synagogue that date back to the 3rd or 4th 

century A.D. The town is also unique because of the use of Black Basalt stone. Can you imagine 

how hot the buildings were in the summer time? 

 

Beit Shean 

  Our last stop for the day was the 

Beit Shean National Park. Beit 

Shean has a long history that 

ranges from the 14th century B.C. 

to the 8th century A.D. when it 

was possibly destroyed by an 

earthquake. The city played an 

important historical role due to its 

location at the junction of the 

Jordon River Valley and the 

Jezreel Valley, important trade 

routes of the day. It was also a 

regional center which is 

evidenced by the    Roman 

Amphitheatre and well laid out streets and avenues for business and trade. It's one of the largest 

and most fascinating archeological sites in all of Israel. 

 

From a Biblical perspective, it was one of the 

chief cities of the Decapolis (A group of 10 cities 

on the eastern frontier of the Roman Empire). The 

Gospel of Mark records that Jesus went through 

the Decapolis region after he left Tyre and Sidon 

(Mark 7:31). Great crowds also followed Jesus    

" . . . from Galilee and the Decapolis and 

Jerusalem and Judea and from beyond the Jordon 

(Matthew 4:25).  

         

          Matthew 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 
Wednesday, March 5 at 7 pm 

In the Sanctuary 


