
FROM THE WELL 

Musings and weekly update from the Senior Pastor of Clemmons UMC 

March 25, 2014 

OUR STEWARDSHIP - Budget Update through March 22, 2014 

Budget (2 months or 11 Sundays through March 22)    $221.189 

Operating Fund Contributions through March 22    $197,016 

                     ($24,173) 

 

Budget spent through March 22      $233,799 

Cash Flow deficit                   $ 36,783 

 

PLEASE HELP US MAINTAIN A HEALTHY BUDGET! 

FOLLOW THIS LINK FOR ONLINE GIVING INSTRUCTIONS 

 

http://www.clemmonsumc.org/Giving/OnlineGiving/tabid/124/Default.aspx 

 

OUR  WORSHIP AND DISCIPLESHIP ATTENDANCE 

(Discipleship = Sunday school, Disciple groups, Covenant groups, and Bible Studies) 

 February     March     

  Worship  Discipleship   Worship  Discipleship 

 2 482  510   2 485  537 

 9 471  490   9 451  445 

 16 293 (Inclement Weather)486   16 455  513 

 23 457  499   23 437  488 

       30 

 
 

 

WEEKLY DEVOTION 

ISRAEL-Day 6, January 26, 2014 

 

The Jordan River Valley 

On the morning of the sixth day, we traveled from Jerusalem 

(Elevation 2,474 feet) into the Jordan River Valley (1,000 feet 

below sea level). Along the way, we passed through Jericho, 

one of the oldest cities on earth. Jericho is most famously 

remembered as the city destroyed by the invading Israelite 

armies led by Joshua (Joshua 6:1-27). 

http://www.clemmonsumc.org/Giving/OnlineGiving/tabid/124/Default.aspx


 

Our first stop was the Jordan River at the Jordanian 

border. The site was representative of the location 

where John the Baptist may have baptized Jesus. John 

was most likely an Essene, a group of ascetic, deeply 

religious Jews who lived in the desert at Qumran 

located a few miles southwest of the Jordan River. You 

quickly realize how important the Jordan River was 

when you see the vegetation that grows along the river. 

Less than a hundred feet from the water is a barren 

wasteland of sand and rock, the Jordan Valley desert. This is the area where Jesus was temped and then 

wondered for 40 days before he began His ministry (Matthew 4:1-11, Mark 1:12-13, Luke 4:1-13). To 

call this a wilderness is an understatement. 

 

Qumran 

Qumran, while quite possibly a place very familiar to 

John the Baptist, is best known for its association with 

the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls, the oldest 

original text of the Hebrew Bible ever found. The 

Essenes lived in caves surrounding the Qumran 

community. The Essenes probably hid the scrolls in 

the caves before the invading Roman army destroyed 

Qumran around 68 AD. The original scrolls are 

currently located at the Shrine of the Book Museum in 

Jerusalem.  

 

The Hasmonean Kings ruled over Judea in the 2nd century BC. The Essenes rejected the Hasmoneans 

as kings and priests because they violated both the Torah and Temple worship. The Essenes 

established their new order and separated themselves from the Hasmonean heretics located in 

Jerusalem by establishing a community at Qumran. 

 

The Essenes practiced ritual purification using water. It's 

interesting to note the close association between the 

Essenes purification practices and Baptism. If John the 

Baptist was associated with or a part of the Essene 

community, he may have borrowed and expanded the 

practice as he began to baptize followers for the 

forgiveness of sins (Matthew 3:1-12, Mark 1:9-11, Luke 

3:1-20, John 1:6, 15, 19-28). 

 

Masada 

While there are no Biblical references to Masada, it is an interesting and awesome site. Masada is 

located on an isolated rock plateau in the Judean Desert overlooking the Dead Sea. Herod the Great 

built the fortress/palace for himself between 37 and 31 BC (Notice the picture of the model which 

shows what the site looked like during the period). It is most famously remembered as the site where 



960 Jewish rebels, after a three-year siege by the Roman 

army, committed mass suicide rather than being 

captured by the Romans. 

 

The group of Jewish rebels overcame a Roman Garrison 

in 66 AD. Additional rebels fled to the site after the 

Roman destruction of Jerusalem. The Romans laid siege 

to Masada after 

destroying Jerusalem 

in 70 AD. The 

governor of Judea, Lucius Flavius Silva, headed a Roman legion that 

surrounded Masada and built a siege ramp against the western face 

of the plateau. This allowed the army to breach the wall of the 

Masada fortress with a battering ram. 

 

When you tour the site, it is easy to understand how the Jewish 

rebels were able to sustain themselves for three years during the 

siege. Hidden ducts provided water for large cisterns built by Herod. 

There are also vast storehouses for supplies and food. After touring 

Masada, I hiked down the snake trail. As I did, it was easy to realize 

why Herod and the Jewish rebels considered this a perfect place for a 

fortress. 

 

The Dead Sea 

Our final stop was at the Dead Sea located 1,300 feet 

below Sea Level, the lowest point on earth (The picture 

is from atop Masada). The Dead Sea is 50 miles long 

and 10 miles wide and reaches a depth of 1,300 feet. It 

is also one of the world's saltiest seas. You will notice 

from the pictures that the level of the Sea has dropped 

because of the lack of rain and because of irrigation 

water being pulled from the Jordan and Yarmuk rivers, 

its major tributaries. 

 

In the Bible, the sea is referred to as the "Salt Sea," the "Sea of the Arabah," and the "Eastern Sea" 

(Genesis 14:3, Deuteronomy 3:17, 4:49, Joshua 3:16, 12:3, 15:2, 5). Today, the minerals in the Dead 

Sea are used to manufacture cosmetics and hand/body lotions. Bathing in the water is considered 

therapeutic. 

 

          Matthew 


