
FROM THE WELL 

Musings and weekly update from the Senior Pastor of Clemmons UMC 

March 18, 2014 

OUR STEWARDSHIP - Budget Update through March 8, 2014 

Budget (2 month or 9 Sundays through March 8)    $180,973 

Operating Fund Contributions through March 8    $162,425 

                     ($18,548) 

 

Budget spent through March 8      $183,514 

Cash Flow deficit                   $ 21,089 

 

PLEASE HELP US MAINTAIN A HEALTHY BUDGET! 

FOLLOW THIS LINK FOR ONLINE GIVING INSTRUCTIONS 

 

http://www.clemmonsumc.org/Giving/OnlineGiving/tabid/124/Default.aspx 

 

OUR  WORSHIP AND DISCIPLESHIP ATTENDANCE 

(Discipleship = Sunday school, Disciple groups, Covenant groups, and Bible Studies) 

 February     March     

  Worship  Discipleship   Worship  Discipleship 

 2 482  510   2 485  537 

 9 471  490   9 451  445 

 16 293 (Inclement Weather)486   16 455  513 

 23 457  499   23 

       30 

 
 

 

WEEKLY DEVOTION 

ISRAEL-Day 5 (Cont.), January 25, 2014 

 

Bethlehem Bible College 

Before leaving Bethlehem, we made a stop at the Bethlehem Bible College. In 1979, Bishara 

Awad had a dream to start a Bible College in Bethlehem. One pastor was so inspired that he 

wrote a check for $20 and gave it to Awad. With $20 and an idea, Bethlehem College was born. 

Today, it is the leading Christian institution in the Holy Land.  

http://www.clemmonsumc.org/Giving/OnlineGiving/tabid/124/Default.aspx


BBC's mission is to prepare Christian servant-

leaders for churches within the Arab context. BBC 

is an interdenominational college, which uses 

Arabic as its primary language of instruction. The 

students are trained to become teachers, pastors, 

counselors, youth directors, tour guides, media 

personnel, and non-profit employees. 

 

The college started the first public library in 

Bethlehem. The library currently has over 24,000 

books in Arabic and English. The library serves not only the college but also the local 

community. BBC is also actively involved in the community sharing the love of Christ through 

the Shepherd Society, which provides help for the poor 

through job creation, food parcel distribution, medical 

aid, and school tuition assistance. Their New Vision 

Media Center brings hope and encouragement to the 

Palestinian people through Christian TV shows and films 

that discuss human rights, health, and environmental 

issues. They also provide English language classes and a 

Christian summer day camp for children. 

 

Gethsemane and the Church of all Nations 

After leaving Bethlehem, we made our way back 

to Jerusalem. The sun was low in the horizon as 

we entered the Garden of Gethsemane and the 

church of all Nations also known as the Basilica 

of Agony. The Gospels tell us that the Garden of 

Gethsemane, located on the Western slope of the 

Mount of Olives, is the place where Jesus was 

betrayed by Judas Iscariot and arrested by the 

soldiers of the High Priest Caiaphas following 

Jesus' Last Supper with His disciples (Matthew 26:36-56, Mark 14:32-50, Luke 22:39-53, John 

18:1-14). 

 

Gethsemane means "Olive Press." Today there are ancient 

olive trees in the Garden that may have been alive during 

Jesus' day. There are also remains of olive presses dating 

from the time of Jesus. The Garden is beautifully 

maintained by priests assigned to the Church of all 

Nations. 

 

 



Within the Garden complex is a beautiful church, 

The Church of all Nations. The church was built 

to remember Jesus' praying in agony in the 

Garden before His arrest (Luke 22:42-44). The 

church was built in 1924 and was made possible 

by money sent by Christians from around the 

world. The church was built over the large rock 

where Jesus prayed His prayer of agony. 

 

 

 
Mount of Olives 

As the sun was setting, we made our way to the 

Mount of Olives. It is the tallest hill or mountain 

in Jerusalem. The Mount of Olives is best known 

for Jesus' ministry in the villages of Bethany and 

Bethpage located on the eastern slope of the 

Mount (Mark 13:3f). Bethpage was also the 

village where the disciples were sent to obtain a 

colt for Jesus to ride into Jerusalem on Palm 

Sunday (Matthew 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-14, Luke 

19:29-40). There are three important sites on the Mount of Olives associated with Jesus' 

ministry: The Church of the Pater Noster ("Chapel of the Lord's Prayer") which is the traditional 

site where Jesus taught his disciples the Lord's Prayer 

(Matthew 6:9-13, Luke 11:1-4); The Church of 

Dominus Flevit ("The Lord Wept") is located just 

above the Garden of Gethsemane and commemorates 

Jesus' weeping over the city of Jerusalem (Luke 

19:41-44); finally, there is the Mosque of the 

Ascension, the traditional site of Jesus' Ascension 



into heaven as reported in Acts 1:12. The Mount of Olives offers a beautiful view of Jerusalem, 

the Kidron Valley, and Temple Mount, especially at night.      

   

 

          Matthew 

 

News from the Road 
For those walking to Jerusalem 

 

We have completed 2350 miles in two weeks putting us 915 miles east of 

Casablanca. Casablanca is Morocco's chief port and industrial center. 

Casablanca is also an ancient city whose history goes back to the 7th 

century BC. The Phoenicians and later the Romans used it as a port 

city. Casablanca's Portuguese name means "White House". As we approach 

the coast, take time to learn more about the city and its history. Keep 

walking so we can make it to Jerusalem by Easter! 

 


