
FROM THE WELL 

Musings and weekly update from the Senior Pastor of Clemmons UMC 

February 5, 2014 

OUR STEWARDSHIP - Budget Update through February 1, 2014 

Budget (1 month or 4 Sundays through February 1)    $80,432 

Operating Fund Contributions through February 1    $59,519 

                    ($20,913) 

 

Budget spent through February 1      $77,134 

Cash Flow deficit                   $17,615 

 

OUR  WORSHIP AND DISCIPLESHIP ATTENDANCE 

(Discipleship = Sunday school, Disciple groups, Covenant groups, and Bible Studies) 

 January     February     

  Worship  Discipleship   Worship  Discipleship 

 5 385  459   2 482  510 

 12 493  561   9 

 19 464  518   16 

 26 493  510   23 

 

 
 

IT'S NOT TOO LATE TO JOIN THE DAVE RAMSEY FINANCIAL PEACE 

UNIVERSITY CLASS THAT STARTED ON FEBRUARY 4. Members of Clemmons 

UMC receive a 50% rebate of their tuition following completion of the course.  The money 

is from a scholarship fund established in support of the Financial Peace University 

education series. 

 

WEEKLY DEVOTION 

 

I just returned from a nine-day trip to Israel with the Royce and Jane Reynolds Leadership 

Academy for Evangelism and Discipleship. The Academy is a two-year program for 24 United 

Methodist Pastors in the Western North Carolina Conference. The Academy, all of its work and 

travel, is made possible by the Royce and Jane Reynolds Foundation. The Academy focuses on 

leadership development and training. The goal is to help pastors to be the leader of leaders and to 

equip the leadership of the congregations we serve to make disciples. It is an honor and privilege 

to have been chosen to be a part of this unique and rewarding group of leaders and pastors. 

 



As I've thought about how best to share my Israel experience with you, I decided that my weekly 

From the Well Email Blast would be best way to include the greatest number of people. I will try 

to work chronologically starting with Day 1 and moving through our nine-day experience. I hope 

the pictures and stories will draw you into the land and the scriptures. 

 

After arriving in Tel Aviv, we immediately struck out for Caesarea Maritima also known as 

Caesarea by the Sea to distinguish it from Caesarea Philippi in the north, the town where Jesus 

asked Peter, "Who do people say that the Son of 

Man Is?" (Matthew 16:13-20) Caesarea lies on 

the Mediterranean Coast and was built by Herod 

the Great between 22 and 10 B.C. During the 

reign of Herod, it was one of the largest ports in 

the world. After Herod's death, the city was given 

to his son Archelaus, who proved to be a poor 

administrator. A Roman Administrator soon 

replaced Archelaus. One of those administrators 

was Pontius Pilate who authorized Jesus' 

crucifixion. 

 

Caesarea by the Sea was a modern city with an underground sewer and a sophisticated aqueduct   

system to bring fresh water from springs near Mount Carmel. 

 

 
 

Caesarea was the place where Philip preached (Acts 8:40) and Peter baptized Cornelius (Acts 10:1-31.). It 

was the first place an Apostle preached to the Gentiles before Paul's first missionary journey. Paul sought 

refuge in the city on several occasions. On one occasion, he stayed at the house of Philip the evangelist. 

(Acts 9:30; 18:22; 21:8; 23:23). Paul was tried at Caesarea by the Sea by Festus (Acts 25:13) and traveled 

from Caesarea to Rome where he eventually died a martyr's death (Acts 27:1-2). 
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