
FROM THE WELL 

Musings and weekly update from the Senior Pastor of Clemmons UMC 

February 19, 2014 

OUR STEWARDSHIP - Budget Update through February 15, 2014 

Budget (1 month or 6 Sundays through February 15)   $120,649 

Operating Fund Contributions through February 15    $106,728 

                     ($13,921) 

 

Budget spent through February 15      $139,496 

Cash Flow deficit                   $ 32,768 

 

PLEASE HELP US MAINTAIN A HEALTHY BUDGET! 

FOLLOW THIS LINK FOR ONLINE GIVING INSTRUCTIONS 

 

http://www.clemmonsumc.org/Giving/OnlineGiving/tabid/124/Default.aspx 

 

OUR  WORSHIP AND DISCIPLESHIP ATTENDANCE 

(Discipleship = Sunday school, Disciple groups, Covenant groups, and Bible Studies) 

 January     February     

  Worship  Discipleship   Worship  Discipleship 

 5 385  459   2 482  510 

 12 493  561   9 471  490 

 19 464  518   16 293 (Inclement Weather)486 

 26 493  510   23 

 

 
 

 

WEEKLY DEVOTION 

 

ISRAEL-Day 2, January 22, 2014 

Our second day in Israel started early. We were up before 6 A.M. and on the road before 8 A.M. 

It was a fascinating and informative day. Even though this was my fourth visit to the Holy Land, 

I had never been to any of the sites on our day 2 itinerary. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.clemmonsumc.org/Giving/OnlineGiving/tabid/124/Default.aspx


Tel Dan 

Our first stop was Tel Dan located 25 miles north 

of the Sea of Galilee on the Israel-Syrian border. 

Tel Dan is a modern day nature reserve filled 

with beautiful bubbling brooks, flora and tall 

trees. It also contains one of the sources of the 

Jordon River, The Dan River. The Dan is the 

largest of the three rivers flowing into the Jordon. 

It's easy to understand why 7000 years ago people 

chose this place as home. 

 

The Old Testament book of Joshua (Joshua 19:40-48) describes how the territory was given to 

the tribe of Dan. Jeroboam I established one of his two worship centers at Dan, the other being at 

Bethel (I Kings 12:29). In the book of Judges (Judges 18:27-29) Dan was known as Laish. In 

Joshua (Joshua 19:47) it was called Leshem. Dan was the northernmost city of the Kingdom of 

Israel. Dan was destroyed by the Syrians during the reign of King Asa of Judea and was rebuilt 

during the reigns of Omri and Ahab. 

 
 

One of the most fascinating discoveries at Dan by modern day archeologists was the Middle 

Bronze age gate dating to the nineteenth/eighteenth century B.C. It is the oldest extant mud-brick 

gate of its kind ever found in the middle east. Its popular name is Abraham's gate because 

Abraham traveled to Dan to rescue his nephew Lot (Genesis 14:14) and may have passed 

through the gate on his journey from Haran to Canaan (Genesis 12f). 

 

Caesarea Philippi 

After our visit to Tel Dan, we travel a short 

distance to Caesarea Philippi. Here the Hermon 

Spring emerges from the foot of Mount Hermon. 

The stream ultimately connects with the Dan 

River forming the headwaters of the Jordon 

River. At the foot of the mountain just above the 

stream is the town known, during the time of 

Jesus, as Caesarea Philippi. The town was 



recognized for its pagan worship of the God Pan. The 1st century Roman-Jewish scholar, 

Josephus, wrote that 

 

Hard by the foundations of Jordon . . . there is a top of a mountain that is raised to an 

immense height, an at its side, beneath, or at its bottom, a dark cave opens itself; within 

which is a horrible precipice, that descends abruptly to a vast depth; it contains a 

mighty quantity of water, which is immovable; and when anybody lets down anything 

to measure the depth of the earth beneath the water no length of cord is sufficient to 

reach it. 

 

The pagan worshipers at Caesarea Philippi may 

have made sacrifices to the gods and demons of 

the underworld at the cave which they thought 

was the passageway to Hades (Hell). Jesus was 

in Caesarea Philippi (maybe near the cave) 

when he asked Peter, "Who do people say that 

the Son of Man is" (Matthew 16:13-20). After 

Peter's confession, Jesus declared " . . . you are 

Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, 

and the powers of death (or the gates of Hades in possible reference to the cave) shall not 

prevail against it" (Matthew 16:18). 

 

Bethsaida 

After several stops to view the Jordon valley, 

Mount Hermon, A U.N. refugee camp, the Golan 

Heights, and Golan Volcanic Park, we arrived at 

the ancient town of Bethsaida which mean 

"House of the Fisher." The name was 

appropriate since it was located on the Northern 

shores of the Sea of Galilee. It was also the home 

of Jesus' Disciples Peter, James, John, Andrew, 

and Philip (John 1:43-44). Jesus performed many 

miracles in Bethsaida but ultimately cursed the 

town because of the people's lack of repentance and unbelief (Matthew 11:21, Luke 10:13). 

Bethsaida was also a major city during the Old Testament period and it is possible that King 

David visited since his wife was from the area. 

 

        Matthew 

 

 



 

 

UPCOMING PREACHING SERIES 

 

In a three-week preaching series leading up to the first Sunday in Lent,   

I will use Leonard Sweet's book, The Three Hardest Words in the World to Get 

Right. I encourage you to get the book and follow along. 

 

February 23 - "I" 

March 2 - "Love" 

March 9 - "You"1 


