
FROM THE WELL 

Musings and weekly update from the Senior Pastor of Clemmons UMC 

February 12, 2014 

OUR STEWARDSHIP - Budget Update through February 8, 2014 

Budget (1 month or 5 Sundays through February 8)    $100,541 

Operating Fund Contributions through February 8    $  86,407 

                     ($14,134) 

 

Budget spent through February 8       $98,302 

Cash Flow deficit                    $11,895 

 

OUR  WORSHIP AND DISCIPLESHIP ATTENDANCE 

(Discipleship = Sunday school, Disciple groups, Covenant groups, and Bible Studies) 

 January     February     

  Worship  Discipleship   Worship  Discipleship 

 5 385  459   2 482  510 

 12 493  561   9 471  490 

 19 464  518   16 

 26 493  510   23 

 

 
 

 

WEEKLY DEVOTION 

 

ISRAEL-Day 1, January 21, 2014 

 

Mount Carmel 

After touring Caesarea By the Sea, we traveled north following the Mediterranean Sea coast to 

Mount Carmel. The mountain forms a natural barrier in the landscape and just below is the 

Jezreel Valley, a natural passage from north to 

south and south to north. Mount Carmel was 

considered a holy mountain as early at the 15th 

century B.C. It is mentioned in the book of Amos 

as a natural refuge. According to the book of 

Kings Elisha fled to Mount Carmel after cursing a 

group of men because they mocked him (II Kings 

2:23-25) It is the mountain where Elijah engaged 

The valley from atop Mount Carmel 



the 450 prophets of Baal in a contest (I Kings 18:17-46). A Carmelite Monastery was established 

on top of the mountain in 1826. The monks claim 

that the first members of their order came to the 

mountain as early as the 13th century A.D.  

 

Megiddo 

We traveled southeast from Mount Carmel to the 

ancient ruins of Megiddo. Megiddo is known as a 

"tel," a man-made hill consisting of some 20 

civilizations being built one on top of the other. 

Megiddo is located at the very important trade route 

known as the Via Maris, the north-south route 

connecting Europe and Asia with Africa. Any power that controlled the city of Megiddo 

controlled the trade routes. Because of its strategic importance, it was a continuously occupied 

city from 4000 B.C. to 400 B.C. 

 

It became an Israelite city under the reign of 

David and King Solomon refortified it. Under 

Solomon's rule, it became one of the Kingdom's 

most powerful and important cities (I Kings 

9:15). Megiddo is an important excavation site. 

Many ancient items were discovered during 

several digs including jewelry from 1100 B.C. 

and Ivory carvings from the late Bronze age. 

Archeologists have uncovered city gates from several different periods in its history. Pottery 

from the time of the Egyptians, Canaanites, Philistine, and Israelites were also discovered. There 

are storerooms for grain and a large complex of stables probably built by King Solomon. There 

is also an elaborate water 

system featuring a deep underground 

shaft that leads to a spring. The 

shaft and tunnel system of Megiddo 

is one of the largest and most 

famous of the great water systems 

from Biblical times. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Carmelite Monastery at Mount Carmel 

Excavations at Meggido looking toward 
the Jezreel Valley 

The water system tunnel at Meggido 



 

Nazareth and Mount Precipice 

From Megiddo, we traveled north again to the 

town of Jesus' childhood, Nazareth. Since it was 

getting late, we didn't see much of the city but we 

were able to view the city from the hill known as 

Mount Precipice, the place where the people of 

Nazareth tried to push Jesus to His death after 

rejecting his ministry at His hometown synagogue 

(Luke 4:16-30). 

      

           Matthew 

 

INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY 

 

I do not cancel church because of inclement weather. I will modify the Sunday morning schedule 

(I may cancel 8:30 worship and have Sunday school, 9:45 Praise Worship and 11 am Traditional) 

and let you know by Saturday afternoon using email and the Phone Tree. You may also tune into 

WXII channel 12 and check the on screen notifications. That being said, I don't blame anyone for 

not venturing out on snow and/or ice covered streets. Please use your best judgment when 

making a decision about coming to worship or Sunday school during bad weather. 

Sunset over Nazareth 


